Radon concentrations in some dwellings of Tunisia.
Indoor air radon concentrations are still unknown in Tunisia. For the first time, they have been determined in several regions of the country using open alpha track dosimeters containing LR-115 film. Measurements were taken in 69 dwellings located around greater Tunis during 1 y, changing dosimeters every 2 mo. In 12 other locations, devices were placed during 2 winter months. The median of 1,217 measurements was 40 Bq m(-3) and 93.4% of them were less than 100 Bq m(-3). The highest concentration was 392 Bq m(-3). In Tunis, concentrations were higher during winter. Indoor air radon figures varied with geographic location: the highest values were found in Jendouba, Gafsa, Beja, and Tataouine government districts where phosphate and lead mines and deposits are present. This first study showed that indoor air radon concentrations are low in Tunisia, but further studies should be performed in localized areas, taking into consideration the geology, the climatic variations, and the building material.